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pleasant and fertile valley abundant with all good things,
It was by this time strongly garrisoned by Spaniards,
and in its port was much Spanish shipping. But ap-
parently Drake impudently plundered of their store of
silver (in ingots, each about 20 pounds in weight) two
of the biggest vessels in the harbour. Every other ship
he had met on his way north from Lima was robbed
similarly if it contained anything of value. At Lima, or
more strictly speaking its seaport, Callao, the Englishmen
found thirty ships assembled, whereof seventeen were
really prepared for war. Drake therefore was constrained
to keep the peace, but whilst at Callao he gathered all the
information he could, not only as to the events which
had occurred in Europe and the Mediterranean since his
departure, but what likelihood there might be of his
falling in with large Spanish ships with valuable cargoes.
To encourage himself in this piratical course, and obtain
from his readers in contemporary times approval of his
disgraceful actions, he was obliged to lash himself into
fury over the Pope and Roman Catholic doctrines, and
to charge the Spaniards with every conceivable crime
against God and man. He relates with horror how twelve
persons, merely for preaching the Gospel, had been im-
prisoned and six of them burnt at Lima within the last
few days of his arrival,1 adding immediately afterwards;
" Lastly, here we had intelligence of a certain rich ship
which was loaded with gold and silver for Panama that had
set forth from this haven the 2nd of February". The very
next day, therefore, in the morning (namely, 16 February,
1579) he set sail towards Panama, making all the haste
he could "to get sight if possible of that gallant ship,

1Thc corresponding hanging, beheading, and disembowelling alive of priests in
England at the same period was of course left unnoticed.